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M I S S I O N
To create innovative learning experiences that equip and inspire the next 

generation of creative problem solvers.

V I S I O N
A creative community with a passion for lifelong learning and discovery.

V A L U E S
Playfulness, cooperation, inclusiveness, excellence, respect, innovation, creativity.



D E A R  F R I E N D S , 

It has been another incredible year for Thinkery. Among almost 4 5 5 , 0 0 0 

visits to the museum in the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year, Thinkery welcomed visitors 

from around the world, including more than 7,000 families from other Texas 

communities, 4,000 families from across the U.S. and 100 families from 

different countries. We’re thrilled to be Austin’s most-visited cultural institution and a global destination 

for family fun, learning and discovery.

This year we witnessed the growth and expansion of several of our exceptional programs including 

Community Night Spotlights, EdExchange professional development for teachers, and Thinkery21 

program for adults. Our Open Door initiative has grown substantially over the last two years to become 

a prominent part of ensuring access to our museum and programming. This initiative helps fund free 

general admission, Community Nights, school field trip discounts, and summer camp scholarships. 

Please join us in reviewing and celebrating our 2017-18 fiscal year highlights—and affirming our shared 

mission to create lifelong learners and problem-solvers through innovative, STEAM-based play. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to our mission. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A. Young Brown, CPA

Chief Executive Officer



T H I S  Y E A R  W E  A D O P T E D  T H E  M U S E U M S  F O R  A L L  P R O G R A M , 

which is a national initiative of the Institute of Museum and Library Sciences and the Association of Children’s 

Museums. The program was orginally created to encourage more visitors to regularly visit museums by 

offering discounted admission to anyone who presented a SNAP benefit card at admissions. Thinkery took 

this initiative one step further by offering free admission to anyone with a state, local or federal benefit card 

including WIC, Lonestar, CHIP, Medicaid, Map as well as SNAP. We want every child to have the opportunity 

to learn through play and enjoy our museum. Over the last year, more than 3 , 0 0 0  V I S I T O R S 

experienced Thinkery through this program alone.

The Open Door Initiative provides free admission through 

Museums for All and Community Nights, discounted field 

trips for Title I schools, and scholarships for camps.

O P E N
DOOR

3 , 1 2 6 
Museums for 

All Visitors

4 , 5 0 0 

Visitors entered through 

our 15 Community 

Partner Memberships

2 6 , 0 1 4 
Community 

Night Visitors



W E  A L S O  H O S T  C O M M U N I T Y  N I G H T S  E V E R Y  W E D N E S D A Y  N I G H T     

at Thinkery from 4 pm—8pm. We offer free admission and stay open late for families to discover new ideas and 

learn together. This year we launched Community Night Spotlight Nights on select Wednesday nights throughout 

the year where we shine a light on an underrepresented community in Austin. There are educational activities 

facilitated by staff and special community partners throughout the museum on these evenings. Some of the 

topics we covered last year included, Disability Awareness, Black Heritage, and Women in STEAM. 

Thinkery is proud to offer Community Organization Memberships to area non-profits working to improve the 

lives of local children by serving families with limited resources, facing crisis situations or dealing with other 

special needs, so their clients may visit Thinkery for free. In 2018, Thinkery provided memberships to 15 Austin 

organizations enabling more than 4 , 5 0 0  C H I L D R E N  and caregivers to experience Thinkery!



2 0 1 8  A T  A  G L A N C E

24,732 Students and 

2 ,614 teachers toured 

Thinker y on school 

f ield trips

Ed Exchange ser ved 

31 schools and 871 

total students . 77% 

were Title I  schools

Thinker y led 60 total

camps and had 1 ,429 

total campers

P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

C A M P S

Thinkery Field Trips are an opportunity to provide a powerful, hands-

on experience for students, teachers and chaperones that is driven 

by a strong learning agenda rooted in play-based, inquiry-driven 

experiences. Field Trips include access to all museum galleries, plus 

special STEAM demonstrations and Thinkery-facilitated hands-on 

activities that are designed to connect back to classroom learning 

objectives. 

F I E L D  T R I P S

This year Thinkery provided spring break and summer camps onsite 

and at 4 additional locations around Austin that are age specific and 

created to immerse students in STEAM disciplines. In each weeklong 

camp, Pre-K to 5th grade campers engage in playful, hands-on learning 

activities that develop critical thinking and problem solving skills in a 

collaborative environment.  Camps focus on STEAM with a variety of 

fun mental and physical challenges that activate their creativity and 

stimulate their natural curiosity.

10,965 Member 

Households

452 ,873 children and 

famil ies vis ited

the museum



Thinkery’s nationally-recognized EdExchange program 

addresses the complex challenge of embedding 

technology-centered experiences and project-based 

learning into classrooms, while addressing the need 

for relevant professional development for educators. 

Last year, Thinkery engaged educators in technology-

centered professional development at schools in the 

Austin area. Through EdExchange, we directly served and 

empowered 871 K-6th grade students with new skills and 

interests that better prepare them for lifelong learning in 

an era of continuously evolving technologies. 

Little Thinkers Club engages and supports the ongoing development of our youngest visitors by building upon 

STEAM concepts during each visit. Thinkery’s Early Childhood Educators lead these learning experiences designed 

for children ages 12—48 months and their caregivers. Baby Bloomers, held every Monday and Saturday morning, 

is a specially designed program for ages 0-3 years and their families. Monthly themes and special guests engage 

our youngest visitors in fun, hands-on explorations and learning through play that supports the social, emotional 

and cognitive development of our earliest learners.

E D E X C H A N G E

E A R LY  L E A R N E R S  P R O G R A M M I N G



P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

G I N G E R B R E A D  F U N  R U N

S E N S O R Y  F R I E N D LY  H O U R S

Thinkery is committed to providing an accessible and interactive 

experience for all. This year, Thinkery was able to offer four Sensory 

Friendly Hours for learners with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or 

other special needs to explore Thinkery with their families.

This year we launched our first annual Gingerbread 

Fun Run to kick off our Gingerbread Workshop season. 

The Fun Run is an all abilities 1K where children 

chase a giant gingerbread man around Mueller Lake 

Park (directly across from Thinkery). We had 2 5 0 

children plus their caregivers participate! This event 

launched our Gingerbread Workshop season, where 

we held 1 4 9 workshops with  3 , 0 2 2  participants!

T H I N K E R Y 2 1

Thinkery is “Adult Night” at the museum. Each event explores a 

different topic, so you can grab a cocktail and learn while playing. 

Visitors enjoyed everything from live performances of local artist 

to cutting-edge technology with programmers and designers.   

3 , 2 6 5  adults came to Thinkery21 in 2018!



O U R  A N N U A L  G A L A ,  I M A G I N A R I U M ,  I S  O U R  L A R G E S T  F U N D R A I S E R  

of the year. This year’s theme was “ I G N I T E  T H E  F U T U R E ”  and we really did light up the night 

with a spectacular event. We welcomed 400 guests to the JW Marriott for an evening of cocktails and 

dinner, a live and silent auction, and entertainment throughout the night. Special thanks to our event chair, 

Trisha McDonell, who helped create a fabulous event. We were thrilled with the results—we raised over 

$ 4 3 0 , 0 0 0  to fund our Open Door Initiative.

I M A G I N A R I U M  2 0 1 8



V O L U N T E E R S

Thinkery has incredible individual and group volunteers who help 

drive our mission. We believe in our volunteers, their ideas and impact.

Whether they’re engaging visitors in our galleries, assembling robotics 

kits for Thinkery Camps, prepping candy for Gingerbread Workshops 

or testing out puzzles for Thinkery21, our amazing volunteers go 

above and beyond to fulfill and expand the reach of our mission. 

We’re so thankful for their support!

2 0 8  V O L U N T E E N S 

contributed over 1 4 7  I N D V I D U A L
V O L U N T E E R S 

contributed over

1 , 6 8 4  H O U R S 

of their time and talent

1 , 4 5 7  G R O U P
V O L U N T E E R S 

contributed over

6 , 6 8 4  H O U R S 

of amazing work

8 , 8 8 0  H O U R S 

of service

3 3 %  O F  T E E N S 
came from low economically  under-

resourced households



 

 

 

EARNED INCOME

Program Fees  1,156,576

Store & Book Sales  270,899 

Memberships  1,051,565 

Admissions   1,378,343  

Site Rentals/Parties  44,942 

TOTAL EARNED INCOME $  3,902,325  

CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT

Grants & Contributions   881,469  

In-kind Revenue   87,197 

Fundraising Events  436,880 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTED SUPPORT $  1,405,546 

OTHER REVENUE

Return on Investments  245,172 

Other Revenue   36,129  

TOTAL OTHER REVENUE $ 281,301

TOTAL REVENUE $  5,589,172 

Program Services   3,776,850  

Fundraising & Development  634,785  

Administrative  618,272

TOTAL EXPENSES  $  5,029,907 

R E V E N U E

E X P E N S E S



F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y

R E V E N U E

E X P E N S E S
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T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  2 0 1 8  D O N O R S

$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 +

City of Austin

Dell Technologies

Diane and Antonio Espinoza

MFI Foundation

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 –$ 9 9, 9 9 9

Anonymous

Capital One

Stephanie and Daniel Cooley

National Instruments

Riki Rushing and Al len Gi lmer 

United Way for Greater Austin

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 –$ 2 4 , 0 0 0

Danneel and Jensen Ackles

Applied Materials Foundation

Atlassian Foundation 	

   International Ltd

Bank of America Charitable  		

   Foundation

Dri l l ingInfo, Inc .

Equinor

Susan Espinoza and Marc    	

   Piatkowski

Google.org Charitable Giving 	

   Fund of T ides Foundation

Abby and Garrett Mayer

Trisha and Richard McDonell

The Roy F. & Joann Cole Mitte  	

   Foundation

Retai lMeNot, Inc .

Ann and Corey Rhoden

The Salmon Family

Si l icon Laboratories , Inc .

Al i  and Justin Sloan

Tito’s Handmade Vodka

Variety, The Chi ldren’s Charity

Kerri  and Colin Westmoreland

$ 5 , 0 0 0 –$ 9, 9 9 9

Anonymous

Bank of America

El izabeth and Christopher Bray

El izabeth Cates

Cooper ’s Quest

Kelley and Mike Cottrel l

El len Dorsey and James Susman

Xiaochun Duan and Scott Swarts

Google Fiber

Shelley and Cor y Gretle in

Scott and Jennifer Grif f in

Karen and Bob Harrel l

L isa Henken Ramirez and Randy 	

   Ramirez

Rachel Ir v in

The Burdine Johnson Foundation

Sharmila and Sal im Kassam

Albert Koehler

Suzanne Lopez Calle ja

Paula and Chris McCaul

Adam and Grace Mil ler

Mint Bui lders

Amy Myers

Jessica Palvino and Jeremy 		

   Menking

Q2

Li ly and AJ Smullen

Michele and Eric Starklof f

Kimberly Storin and Bernd 		

   L ienhard

Waymo LLC

Whole Foods Market , Inc .

Kristen and Ryan Wynn

Patricia Young Brown and Greg 		

   Brown

$ 1 , 0 0 0 - 4 , 9 9 9

D Wendy and Mark Albrecht

American Society of Civi l  	

   Engineers

Anonymous

Kendall  and John Antonell i

AWEstruck Marketing

Dionne and K .C . Barner

Laura and John Barzizza

The Bell  Family



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  2 0 1 8  D O N O R S
Alan Bickerstaf f

Melissa and Drew Bixby

Blackbaud, Inc .

Lindsey Bloch

Sarah and Ernest Butler

Cadence Design Systems, Inc .

Cara Carney and Travis Ar thur

Catel lus

Central Texas Discover 	

   Engineering

Michelle and Alan Cl ine

Lara and Lar y Cotten

Jamie and Steven Dell

Christie and Greg Dickenson

Emily and Bob Feiner

Liana Frey and Paul Mil ler

Michelle and Ben German

GIVE Realty

Laura and Morris Gottesman

Amy and Aaron Grabein

Diana and Sean Greenberg

Chelsea and Scott Hanson

Abbey and Mike Herman

Abel and Vera Hinojosa

Erin and Blake Holman

Connie Hsu-Praba and Anant 

Praba

Jackson Walker LLP

Lorina and Gaines Jonakin

The Junior League of Austin

Kathy and Jimmy Kull

El izabeth Lawson and Jordan 	

   Foster

Brian and Carrie Lev y

Adrienne Longenecker

Abi and Rez Mall ick

Gina and Adam Manassero

Marbles Kids Museum

Melissa and Greg Morrow

Mike and Alyson Perrine

Phi lanthropitch

Pat Pi lkington

Carla Piñeyro Sublett and Jef f 	

   Sublett 

Abby Rapoport and Sam Baker

Stephen Shang

Adria and Brian Sheth

Suman Singh

Anna and Ben Smith 

Michelle and Justin Smith

Keely and Chuck Stephens

Supercuts

Synopsys , Inc

Hannah Temple and Christopher 	

   Sanders

Texas Mutual Insurance Company

Heather Traeger

Geraldine and James Tunnell

Team Tvartin

Lauren and Matt Whelan

YiShaun and Jonathan Yang

Lisa and Jake Zapalac

I N - K I N D

AV TS

Big Time Creatives

Circuit of the Americas

Dell Technologies

The Dominion Golf Group

Diana Greenberg

Harrel l  Enterprises LP

MJ Hegar

Jennifer Aaron Fine Art Portraits

Jeremy Solomons and Associates

Kendra Scott ,  LLC

Lori Knowlton and Duane Tharp

Line Creative

Markey ’s

Messina Touring Group

Quack ’s 43rd Street Baker y

Vincent Roazzi ,  Jr.

Strong Events

Supercuts

Ubisof t

Kelly and Josh Van Hook



B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Susan Espinoza, President
Pantanal Investments

Jessica Palvino, Past President 

Teacher Retirement System of Texas

Richard McDonell, President Elect

Mint Builders

Lisa Zapalac, Treasurer
The Number Lab

Greg Dickenson, Secretary
Trellis Company

M E M B E R S  A T  L A R G E

Travis Arthur
Q2

Andy Bell
National Instruments

Drew Bixby
Doublehorn

Elizabeth Bray

Daniel Cooley
Silicon Labs

Liana Frey
Ketra

Karen Harrell
HR Executive Services, LLC

Rachel Irvin
US Trust

Melissa Morrow
West Austin Youth Association

Lisa Ramirez
NetSpend

Stephen Shang
Falcon Structures

Gerri Tunnell
Dell 

Colin Westmoreland
DrillingInfo

O F F I C E R S



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT!


